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A NOTE TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS This book attempts to help children become interested in

the study of the sciences while teaching them rudimentary principles. It does this by stripping away

some of the mysteries associated with science and technology. Scientific and mathematical

principles presented as magic or puzzles have an allure that appeals to many children, even those

with marginal scientific interests. This book was written to show children that science and math can

be fun and exciting, as well as useful. It will: â€¢ make the pursuit of science a game that children

will want to play â€¢ be a useful tool to children, allowing them to learn to express themselves in

public through the performance of magic tricks â€¢ help them to develop a knowledge of the

psychology of working with people â€¢ by the very nature of the performance, help them to learn to

think on their feet PREFACE When I was a kid, I was very nosy. I always wanted to know how and

why things worked. What were their secrets? I'd constantly take things apart to find out what made

them tick. Occasionally that would get me into all sorts of trouble, because I couldn't put them back

together again. One day I discovered magic and learned that it too had secrets. I wanted to know

about those secrets. I studied books, talked to amateur magicians, and bought tricks. I was in

heaven. In school we were taught the secrets of physics, chemistry, and biology. To master these

secrets, I studied books, talked to my teachers, and experimented in the labs. Heaven again! Today

I enjoy combining my two interests. I perform magic on stage and whenever possible include

science-based tricks in my act. The secrets of magic and science are very old, and the number of

new tricks that can be invented using these principles is practically limitless. I hope that you enjoy

learning these scientific magic tricks, and their secrets, as much as I've enjoyed putting them

together for you. Bob Friedhoffer aka The Madman of Magic
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Grade 6 - 8 --The close links between magic and science are explored in this well-done, easily

understood book. The physics tricks deal with subjects such as force, friction, gravity, and

magnetism. The chemistry stunts are prefaced with a warning to use extreme caution and adult

assistance. Some of the math tricks use cards; others feature mental magic. The physiology

examples use the amazing mechanics of the body to perform the feats. The explanation of each

magic trick consists of five parts: effect, routine, props, method, and note, making it simple to put

together a whole performance. Effect explains what the audience thinks happens; routine explains

pattern and movement to accompany the trick; props outlines the items required for the trick;

method combines the first three with instructions to execute the performance; and note contains

more information on why or how a trick works (the science part). Friedhoffer obviously enjoys what

he is doing and explains it in a lucid and entertaining manner. Similar to McGill's Science Magic :

101 Experiments You Can Do (Arco, 1984), this features more performance tips and clearer

explanations and warnings. A good nonfiction booktalk choice. --Kathryn Havris, Mesa Public

Library, AZCopyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.
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